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sjones@cinderellaprojectbr.org
New Non-Profit To Provide Free Prom Dresses to Istrouma High School Students
First Annual “Dress Giveaway” To Take Place on Saturday, April 19
Baton Rouge – The Cinderella Project of Baton Rouge, a non-profit, volunteer-run organization, has been established to provide free prom dresses to high school students this spring.  In its first year of operation, The Project is focusing its efforts on nearly 250 junior and senior female students at Istrouma Senior High School, where 88 percent of students are eligible for a free or reduced-price lunch.*  
The Cinderella Project fosters empowerment and individual beauty by providing free prom dresses to high school students who cannot otherwise afford them.  The Cinderella Project is a unique, collaborative effort made possible by generous donors, dedicated volunteers and broad community support.
“Our goal is to give young women at Istrouma one perfect dress and one perfect night,” said Sarah Dupree, Co-Founder of The Cinderella Project.  “Pride in themselves and pride in their school opens the possibility for them to choose a life path -- not as a princess, but as a responsible and proud member of our community.” 
Through a community-wide "Dress Drive,” The Cinderella Project will be collecting donations of new and nearly-new evening gowns from individual donors and local businesses.  Dress Drop-off events include:

· Wednesday, March 5: LSU Law Center, from 3 p.m. until 7 p.m.

· Wednesday, March 12:  Head Over Heels, a local shoe boutique, from 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.  Donors will receive a 10% discount on shoe purchases. 
· Sunday, March 16: Lotus Yoga at Towne Center, from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m.  Donors receive a 20% discount on merchandise.  Classes are on a donation-only basis and all proceeds will benefit The Cinderella Project.  Donations also may be dropped of at Lotus any day between Sunday, March 16 and Saturday, March 22.
On Saturday, April 19, The Project will host its first annual "Dress Giveaway" where Istrouma students will have an opportunity to find a free dress.  The Project will stage a “Prom Boutique” at the Living Faith Christian Center to create a fun and exciting retail shopping experience.  Volunteers will be on hand to manage the event and help deserving young women select their prom dress of choice. 

“We're very excited for our girls,” said Elida Bera, Principal at Istrouma Senior High School.  “Numerous students hadn't planned on attending the prom because they couldn't afford a dress.  Now they are looking forward to it.”

 
“We want to make the prom a reality for young women at Istrouma,” said Shelton Jones, Co-Founder of The Cinderella Project.  “We’re excited to be working together with the students and school to make our first year a great success.”
Donated dresses must be in very good condition, on hangers and dry-cleaned.  Customers who bring their dresses to any location of Welsh’s Cleaners will receive a 25% discount off their cleaning.  
More information about The Cinderella Project is available at www.cinderellaprojectbr.org. 

* National Center for Education Statistics, 2005 – 2006.                 ###
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